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Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas receives grants totaling $8.4 Million to

Build Charitable Food Distribution Center and to Increase Agency Capacity
JONESBORO, AR – The Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas announced that it has been awarded a $7.9 million grant from the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation to build, furnish, and equip a 59,000 square-foot Charitable Food Distribution Center.  The Foundation also awarded the Food Bank an additional grant of $502,000 to purchase vehicles, freezers, refrigerators and shelving to grant to the Food Bank’s partner agencies and programs to assist the agencies in distributing more food to needy families.

According to Christie Jordan, Executive Director of the Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas, their organization has completed a very deliberate planning process in working toward building a new facility.
“The Food Bank’s Board of Directors and staff have been working toward this goal for nearly four years,” said Jordan.  “We are extremely grateful to the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation for their support.  This project is about much more than building a new warehouse.  The completion of the project will enable the Food Bank and our partner agencies to distribute more food to families in need throughout Northeast Arkansas.”

“The capital grant to the Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas is the sixth capital grant awarded under the Foundation’s Food Distribution Initiative,” stated Foundation Chairman, Fred W. Smith.  “Our goal in this initiative is to provide facilities and equipment that facilitate an increase in the amount of food available to needy families through the Food Bank and its partner agencies.”

 In preparation for the construction of the new facility, the Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas launched the “Building Hope…Feeding the Hungry” capital campaign in 2009 to raise approximately $2 million.  These funds will be placed in an endowment which will support programs operated by the Food Bank.  To date, over $1,000,000 has been pledged to the campaign.
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“While the capital grant from the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation will construct the new food bank warehouse facility, we need to ensure its sustainability,” said Jordan.  “After the successful completion of our campaign, the Foundation will provide additional support for the long term maintenance of the facility.”
The Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas anticipates breaking ground in 2011 on approximately 6.5 acres of property purchased in the Henry P. Jones III Business Park.  The new facility will include increased freezer and refrigerated capacity, multiple shipping and receiving docks, warehouse space equipped with racking, work areas designated for volunteer projects, and a community room and demonstration kitchen.
Currently, the Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas operates from a 13,000 square-foot building in Jonesboro located on South Culberhouse.  In 2009 the Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas distributed 2.1 million pounds of food through 94 partner agencies and programs in 12 counties in Northeast Arkansas.  However, the annual need in Northeast Arkansas is now estimated at over 4 million pounds to feed all of the hungry men, women, children and senior citizens throughout the area.
The Donald W. Reynolds Foundation is a national philanthropic organization founded in 1954 by the late media entrepreneur for whom it is named.  Headquartered in Las Vegas, Nevada, it has committed over $20 million to support food distribution programs in Arkansas.
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